
“May this amazing Models of Pride [and] Project 10 have continued success and continue touching lives with 
compassion.” - Carol Watchler, Co-Chair, GLSEN Central New Jersey 
 

“It was a privilege presenting to such a caring and insightful group of young people. I wasn't expecting the line for 
hugs afterward. That was a nice surprise.” -  Alyssa Janney, MBA, Manager, Health Rhythms Division, Remo, Inc. 
 

To D’Lo:  “Oh, it is so great to meet another gay person from Lancaster! We came to MOP because we saw that you 
were going to be here! Now we know we are not the only ones in Lancaster!” - Students from Lancaster High School 
 

���������	�
�����
�������������������
����	�������������	
��������
�������
������

 
Steven Zimmer, Board Member, LAUSD, invited members of the MOP 17 Planning Committee to 
the Committee of the Whole on Tuesday, November 17, 2009, to be recognized for their coordi-
nation and leadership in providing a supportive environment for every student. Mr. Zimmer noted 
that through our dedication and compassion, our work has saved lives and transformed the LAUSD. Committee 
members recognized were Dr. Virginia Uribe, Founder, Friends of Project 10 Inc., Gail Rolf, Education Director, 
Friends of Project 10 Inc., Melissa Mandrup, Graduate Student, Occidental College, Daniel Solis, GSA Network, 
and Carlos Sosa, C.I.T.Y.x1. 
 
In turn, we thanked the Board for their continued support of our LGBT students and thanked Mr. Zimmer and 
Board President, Mónica García, for welcoming students to MOP 17 and lending their support for our students.  

MODELS OF PRIDE 17  
 

The annual Models of Pride conference (MOP 17) was held on Saturday, October 17, 2009, 
at Occidental College in Eagle Rock. Over 600 high school and college students partici-
pated in the free one-day conference which opened with greetings by Patti 
Loitz, President, Pasadena PFLAG, Jacob Goldstein, President, Occidental 
College, Queer Straight Alliance, Aiden Aizumi and Chris Murphy, Students 
and College Activists, Assemblymember Anthony Portantino (44th District), 
Mónica García,  LAUSD Board President, and Steven Zimmer, LAUSD Board 
Member. We thank City Councilmember José Huizar (14th District), once 

again, who donated busses to help transport students to and from the conference from the Pasadena 
Goldline, Highland Park Station. 

 
Students viewed the GenderPlay Exhibit and participated in icebreaker 
activities, workshops, roundtable discussions and activities and a resource 
fair. Dr. Judy Chiasson offered an all-day adult workshop,  Working with 
LGBTQ Youth: Bridging Research and Practice, for educators, social workers and 
therapists. The day ended with an entertainment session hosted by D’Lo.  
 
The event could not have taken place without the volunteers and adult chaperones who 

assisted throughout the day. Friends of Project 10 Inc. would like to thank everyone involved, including the planning 
committee and our donors who made all this possible. Read about the conference at www.modelsofpride.org/mop .  
 

“THANK YOU for your work, your love, your vision and perhaps most important, the healthy future you have provided 
for our kids!!!! Bless you!” - Rev. Dan Smith, West Hollywood Presbryterian Church 

Steven Zimmer,  Mónica García,  and 
Anthony Portantino 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND MANY THANKS  
 

As 2010 approaches, all of us involved with Friends of Project 10 Inc. extend our warmest greetings and thanks for 
your support during this past year. Your generosity makes our efforts possible. The Models of Pride conference, 
Models of Excellence scholarship program and the LGBTQ Youth Prom are funded entirely by the private donations 
of our contributors. Friends of Project 10 Inc. is a nonprofit organization that focuses entirely on creating positive 
events for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth, many of whom are isolated and never have a chance to 
meet friends or learn about their community. Our donors and volunteers are a select group of individuals who share 
our vision for a better future for our youth. 

 
 Thank you in advance for your end-of-the-year contributions.   
 
 Have a happy and healthy 2010. 
 
 Dr. Virginia Uribe, Executive  Director and Founder 
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